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The fourth provision was that a motion for the retirement of the
Government or of one of its Ministers could not be voted on in
the course of the sitting during which it was made.
The Act conferring Full Powers, also put into force on August 2,
1926, authorized the President to promulgate decrees having
the force of law, till the meeting of the new Parliament (which
took place in 1928), respecting (i) putting in force laws in
accordance with the Constitution, and giving effect to its stipula-
tions regarding special laws; (2) the reorganization and simplifica-
tion of the administration of the State, and the putting in order
of the legislation of the country; (3) the regulation of the
administration of justice and social work; (4) the balancing of
the Budget, the stabilization of the currency, and the amelioration
of the economic situation, particularly touching agriculture and
silviculture. There were certain reservations regarding the
introduction of new taxation, changing the electoral law, and
so on. But the net effect of these laws was clear; the rights of the
Polish Parliament were limited, and the Executive, hitherto
subordinate, became the fundamental element in the political
life of the nation instead of the Legislature. The Seym still
had considerable powers; the Government collectively and its
Ministers individually were still responsible to it.
PILSUDSKI  GIVEN THE HIGH COMMAND
Pilsudski was only partly satisfied with these new laws, but he
obtained all he wanted with respect to the High Command. On
August 7, 1936, President Moscicki issued a decree settling the
question. This decree stated that the President, as the supreme
chief of the army, exercised its command through the Minister
of War, and issued such decrees respecting it as did not need
legislative action; named and dismissed the Inspector-General
of the Army, the Under-Secretaries of the War Ministry, and
the Chief of the General Staff—in virtue of a resolution of the
Cabinet on the proposal of the War Minister—as well as the heads
of divisions and other superior officers—also on the proposal of
the War Minister. The War Minister became the effective chief
of the army in time of peace, and the Inspector-General was
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